
PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 155
DEEP RIVER, CT

EAST HADDAM
POSTAL PATRON

Town of East Haddam
7 Main Street, PO Box K
East Haddam, CT 06423

On Course 
for

Great Loan
Rates

At Essex Savings Bank, low lending  
rates for mortgage and home equity loans 
are in sight and ready for your arrival. Our 

no-point loans feature an application process 
guided by dedicated loan officers available at 
our six convenient office locations – making 

Essex Savings Bank the perfect shoreline 
destination for your next loan. So, set your 
course to our safe financial harbor and start 

your voyage to great rates today!

 Essex, 35 Plains Road, 860-767-2573 
Essex, 9 Main Street, 860-767-8238 

Chester, 203 Middlesex Avenue, 860-526-0000
Madison, 99 Durham Road, 203-318-8611 
Old Lyme, 101 Halls Road, 860-434-1646 

Old Saybrook, 155 Main Street, 860-388-3543
Call Toll-Free: 877-377-3922 • www.essexsavings.com

Member FDIC           Equal Housing Lender
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SMARTER CARE NOW 
HAS A NEW ADDRESS

Shoreline Medical Center
Is Now Open in Westbrook

At twice the size of our previous facility in Essex, our new Shoreline Medical 
Center in Westbrook offers expanded 24/7 emergency care and outpatient 
diagnostic services, including a new women’s imaging center, a brand new 
MRI suite, CT, X-Ray, a full service lab and more. Best of all, it’s conveniently 
located right off Exit 65 on I-95. Delivering state-of-the-art care to more of the 

state—that’s The Smarter Choice for Care.

Learn more at middlesexhospital.org/shoreline 
or call (860) 358-3700

250 Flat Rock Place 
Westbrook

2014  2 “Pinnacle” Awards
2013  “Award of Excellence”

HOW TO MARKET YOUR WIN 
Your Awards of Excellence win lets prospects and customers know that your company is among the best in the business. 

This is a powerful motivational tool that helps print buyers recognize the value of choosing you as their partner in print. Let them know 
that they’re working with someone who achieves excellence. Increase your success rate on job bids by promoting your award-winning 
status as part of your marketing efforts. 

Take the time to market your win by using one of PINE’s creative promotion tools. You’ll be glad you did!

1 Let Your Customers and Employees Share the Glory. 
  Your wall shouldn’t be the only one decorated with awards. Order personalized certificates for your customers and employees so that every time 
they look up, they’re reminded of their partnership in your company’s excellence. 

2  Notify Local Newspapers Today. 
  This kit includes a sample press release that you can mail to your local newspaper or trade publication. If you have questions regarding this press 
release, please contact chagopian04@pine.org or by phone at 508-804-4152.

3  Make Your Award Part of All Your Marketing. 
  Put the AOE logo, along with the words “PINE Awards of Excellence Winner” on your business cards, your company signage, Web site and print 

advertising. Great conversation starters!

4  Create a Promotional Mailer Kit for Your Customer. 
  Include a photograph of the winning piece, copies of the winning piece, and even an invitation to your own awards celebration. You could even 

offer (for a limited time) a discount on their next job.  

5  Throw Your Own Celebration and Awards Ceremony. 
  Not only does your own event give you the opportunity to bring in customers for a tour, but it gives you a public forum to present your custom-

ers with their own awards. Bring in all the key players: your customers, your print team and their families, key suppliers who contributed to the 
projects success, and a PINE staff member could present the award to you. Everyone loves a good party! 

6 Create a Joint Print Ad with Your Customer. 
  For trade or local press, this ad could feature the award and your winning entry, along with a thank you to the companies and people involved in 

the project.  If you need a photo from the award presentation let us know!

7  Other Grand Ideas: 
 Display copies of your awards in every location of your company. It’s a great morale booster! 
 Use social media to announce your win tweet, blog, add to your LinkedIn and Facebook profiles 
 Develop an announcement for your Web site featuring your winning entry. 
 Announce the award on your on-hold message for your customers. 
 Add an award announcement to your fax cover sheet or e-mail signature. 
  Develop a feature for your newsletter that explains the story of the print job that led to your award. Include quotes from the people who 

handled the job at different stages and photos from the Gala.
 Print labels announcing your award, which can be used on your packaging, brochures and bids. 
 Purchase T-shirts and distribute them with an award announcement to your top customers or employees. 

5 Crystal Pond Road • Southborough, MA 01772-1758
Phone 508-804-4100 • 800-365-PINE 

 www.pine.org

E

Music 
to our ears!

2014 PINNACLE AWARDS
Essex Printing is the proud recipient of TWO Pinnacle Awards from the Print 
Industry of New England for 2014. Print Industries of New England’s panel of 
national printing experts recognized Essex Printing for its outstanding work. 
The award winning entries will now be entered in the 2014 Premier Print Awards 
competition, the largest international competitive print awards program.

EH 2q14 cover.indd   2 4/24/2014   3:15:40 PM



www.eventsmagazines.com  

EAST HADDAM EVENTS • QUARTER 2 • 2014

1

What does it mean to be a sustainable community? How 
do we plan and lead our community in this new challeng-
ing economy? Do we protect ourselves from dependence 
on State funds? Do we prepare for environmental disasters? 
Do we prepare ourselves from energy cost spikes? Do we 
plan and fund our long range capital infrastructure needs? 
Sustainability means that we must learn from our past and 
prepare for our future. The strengths of our town have always 
come from our residents, our land, and both our natural and 
economic resources. We have been planning for all these 
challenges for years now.

This planning for the future requires the involvement of 
many stakeholders to develop responsible budgets that pro-
vide essential services without imposing excessive costs. 
This future means we must make long term investments in 
our infrastructure in order to remain viable and sustainable. 

The current municipal offices located in the East Haddam 
Village are located on one of the most valuable properties on 
the Connecticut River. Our Public Safety facilities require ad-
ditional space and repairs so that our Police, Fire, Ambulance 
and Emergency personnel and volunteers have the facilities 
and equipment to protect our citizens and property. Moving 
the offices to a renovated old Middle School would open up 
the riverfront property for development adding to our tax base. 
Additionally, the Elementary School is over 50 years old and is 

in need of code upgrades and 
renovations. 

These projects require voter 
approval at referendum. Many 
wonder when we will get the 
chance to vote on these proj-
ects. Unfortunately the long 
delay in hearing from our 
USDA grant application which 
would provide significant dol-
lars toward these projects has 
been delayed for the last 4 
months. 

In the interim the proposed 
2014-2015 Budget has received 
a valuable commitment from 
the Board of Finance to con-
tinue our capital reserves fund in anticipation of financing these 
large building projects. A guideline of bonding $14 to $19 million 
dollars for these projects (plus funding from state and federal grants 
including the USDA) has been set by the Board of Finance as an 
affordable debt threshold. With this guideline our building advisory 
committees will need to reconsider the scope of these projects to 
come in line with the maximum debt threshold. Please review the 
Citizens’ Guide to the 2014-2015 East Haddam Budget that was 

First Selectman’s Corner

continued on page 3

Mark B. Walter

           

33 Main Street, Centerbrook, CT 06409   
860-767-8500  

www.cheeseshopcenterbrook.com

Specialists in the World’s Finest Cheese 
Where We Always Cut Fresh And We

Encourage You to “Try Before you Buy”.
We have the largest selection of Imported and Domestic Cheeses

• Italian and Domestic Pastas • Fresh Breads • Pates • Olive Oils 
• Scottish Smoked Salmon • Parma Proscuito • Specialty Meats 

• Espresso & Cappuccino • Gift Baskets, Party Trays
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Josephine moved from Long Island to be closer to her son 
Ralph. They enjoy spending time outdoors on the beautifully 
landscaped patios. Being with newly found friends adds joy to 
Jo’s day as they share a variety of activities together.
For independent residents, we offer gracious retirement 

living at an unmatched value.
For residents who need more assistance  

with daily living, the staff is ready to  
meet their needs.
Also featuring Safe Harbor,  

for residents with Alzheimer’s  
or dementia.

1556 Saybrook Road, Haddam, CT 06438 
www.thesaybrookathaddam.com

Call today for a private tour: 860-345-3779

Resident Josephine Herman with 
son Ralph enjoying a special occasion  
on one of many outdoor patios.

Josephine wanted to be closer to her son. 
Ralph wanted peace of mind and security for his Mom.

At The Saybrook at Haddam they found both.

*  Complete Eye Examinations for 
the entire family

*  Diabetic Eye Care

*  Glaucoma Evaluations and  
Treatment

*  LASIK * Retina Exams

*  Botox, Juvederm, Belotero

*  Full service optical department for 
eye glasses and contact lenses

*  Evening and  
Weekend hours

The Rotary Club’s Annual car raffle 
will be held on Monday, June 23 at 

the Gelston House Restaurant.

This year’s prizes are as follows:
1st prize - $20,000 gift certificate  

to Gates Automotive
$500 visa gift card
$250 visa gift card

399 tickets are sold at the ticket price 
of $100.00 each.

To obtain a ticket for this fun event, 
please contact Deb Denette at 

860-873-2284 or Charley Hnilicka  
at 860-873-8973.

Rotary Car Raffle
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First Selectman’s Corner ... continued from page 1

recently mailed to you. The Guide highlights key proposed budget 
items that will improve public safety, education, road infrastructure, 
vehicle replacement, Youth and Family Services support, citizen ac-
cess to the unified library system network, dollar for dollar match to 
the Conservation Commission for land access upgrades, lake qual-
ity improvements, grounds and facilities beautification projects, and 
matching funding for a $311 thousand school technology infrastruc-
ture grant. 

What are some concrete examples of the actions we are 
taking to improve our infrastructure? Let’s welcome Mike 
Olzacki (our Animal Control Officer) to his expanded 
role of grounds and general building maintenance. Mike 
has a background in field maintenance having worked for 
Hebron, Colchester and East Hampton in that capacity. In 
his first week in this role, Mike made noticeable improve-
ments to town fields. These improvements are being done 
without increasing the town’s operating budget! We were 
able to reallocate funds for contracted lawn services to  
accomplish this. 

In one specific example, Craig Mansfield, Facilities Director, 
called upon the heads of Parks & Recreation, the Little League, 
and Soccer Club. These organizations face challenges due 
to severe limitations placed by the State of Connecticut on 

fertilization and grub control. After several meetings, the Little 
League Board of Directors working with the Facilities Director, 
created a partnership to improve its fields using existing town 
resources. Little League agreed to fund a significant portion 
of the field restorations at a cost that it could not get in the 
private sector. 

Because of this partnership with the town, the Little League 
now has five significantly improved playing fields, including 
both Nichols Field and the Elementary School fields, for a frac-
tion of the cost they would have laid out and the town has 
received some funding to put toward the budget. 

More good news on the road side mowing concerns. Over 
the last three mowing seasons the town has fallen behind in 
their ability to keep up with the growth of grass and weeds 
due to a 20 year old mower that kept breaking down. We 
just received a new John Deer tractor that will be seen on 
our roads keeping our site lines clear to make traveling safe.

Thank you for your patience and feel free to call anytime 
with your comments and ideas. You are the eyes and ears of 
our town and your feedback is always welcome.

Mark B. Walter, First Selectman

Volunteer Reception
The Volunteer of the Month Reception will be held on Sunday, 

May 18, at 3:00 p.m. at the Senior Center. Those volunteers 
named during the past two years will be honored at this event. 
Past honorees and the community are encouraged to attend. 
Light refreshments will be served.

Volunteer of the Month
Please join us in congratulating our most recent volunteers 

of the month: Tracey Gionta, Tammy Spurgeon, Stuart Wood, 
Sylena Kraczkowsky and Nicole Muckenhirn. If you would 
like to nominate someone, please do so in a letter to the First 
Selectman.
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Business Updates
The East Haddam Economic Development Commission 

(EDC) is pleased to announce the following:
Camp Kota, a youth recreational summer camp for kids 

8-15 years old, is making plans for its inaugural season. The 
camp is situated at Cave Hill Resort and will be offering four 
weeks of camp starting June 23 through July 18. Overnight 
camp (4 nights) or day camp (9:00 a.m. to 3:15 p.m./5:15 
p.m.) are offered. The sessions run weekdays only, mean-
ing overnight campers arrive on Monday morning and leave 
Friday afternoon. Campers may come for one week or any 
combination of weeks that they choose. The camp is owned 
and managed by Melissa Luke, a teacher in the East Haddam 
School District for the past eight years. Melissa has grown 

up in the summer camp setting, starting as a counselor and 
working her way through leadership positions up to an as-
sistant director. Staff positions are also available. For more 
information as a camper or staff member, visit www.campkota.
org or contact 860-999-4130, campkota@gmail.com. Also find 
them on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram.

Please visit the Business Directory on the homepage of the 
municipal website www.easthaddam.org for a complete list-
ing of East Haddam businesses. Also, check the Community 
Calendar section for upcoming local business events. 

Contact the EDC at mrcdm@snet.net or P.O. Box K, East 
Haddam, to have your new business or service listed here.

From the Assessor
The Assessor’s Office will be taking applications for the 

Elderly and Totally Disabled Renters Program from April 1, 
2014 to October 1, 2014. Applicant’s total income must not 
exceed $34,100 for a single person, $41,600 for a couple (joint 
income), including Social Security and Medicare. Applicants 
must be 65 or older or totally disabled and bring all income, 
rent, and utility information from 2013. 

In addition, the deadline for filing for the Elderly and Totally 
Disabled Homeowners Program is May 15. Qualifying in-
come and age requirements for the Homeowners Program and 
Additional Veterans Benefits are the same as the Elderly and 
Totally Disabled Renters Rebate Program. It should be noted 
that the town of East Haddam has adopted by local option 
an additional tax credit to homeowners 65 and older whose 
income does not exceed $50,000 (including Social Security). 
Applicants must bring proof of income including Social 
Security for 2013. Applications for the Additional Veterans 
Benefits will be accepted until October 1st.

As the Tax Collector’s Office prepares the July tax bills, 
those residents whose motor vehicles have been sold, stolen, 
totaled, or who have moved out-of-state may be eligible for a 
pro-ration of their car taxes.

Two forms of proof are necessary to pro-rate or remove a 
vehicle from the grand list. Residents must bring a copy of the 
plate receipt issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles at the 
time of cancellation of registration, and a copy of one of the 
following; bill of sale, transfer of title, receipt from junkyard, 
notification of total loss, trade-in papers, or some other docu-
ment showing the date on which the vehicle was disposed.

The Assessor’s office has its own web page on the town web-
site. Included is information on real estate, personal property, 
and motor vehicle assessments; property tax relief for seniors, 
veterans, and the disabled; renters’ rebate; information on 
revaluation; access to applications and forms pertaining to 
the Assessor’s office. Also, the assessments as a result of the 
October 1, 2012 revaluation are available on the website.

Registrar of Voters News
The Registrars have been working on the annual canvass of 

voters. This is a process in which we check all our files and 
records to make sure that the voting list is accurate and up to 
date. We rely on data from the postal service, the Secretary of 
State’s Office, and the Town Clerk; and from replies to letters 
sent to voters. 

We are looking forward to the annual referendum on the 
Town budget. Unofficially, we expect the date to be Tuesday 
May 20. Keep an eye on the East Haddam town web site (east-
haddam.org) for up to date information and hours the polls will 
be open. Budget referenda are always held at the Old Town 
Hall, on Town Street, across from the Congregational Church. 

East Haddam citizens who are registered to vote, of course 
may do so, but persons who own property in East Haddam, 
and are U.S. citizens, may also vote in budget referenda.

Another Spring delight for the Registrars is the Annual 
Student’s in Government Day. This year we are expecting to 
have 4 students on May 14th from the EHMS helping and 
learning at our office.

Don’t forget that you will most likely have a chance to 
help pick candidates for the State of Connecticut elections in 
November. Primaries, if needed, for both parties will be held 
at the NHRHS August 12, 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Again, keep 
watch on the town web site for more information.

Memorial Day Parade
The Memorial Day Parade will step off at 10:00 a.m. from 

the old Middle School parking lot on Monday, May 26. All 
community groups are encouraged to join the parade. If you 

have any questions, please call the Selectmen’s Office at 860-
873-5021. If you aren’t a marcher, please join us on the side-
lines. It is a great community event!
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Price Guide for basic complete installation. Two-day installation in most cases.

Three Generations, over 60 Years 
of Continuous Service!

Your Local Ruud Dealer - FREE Estimates

HOD# 0000591

447 Spencer Plains Road
Westbrook, CT 06498

www.moronioil.com

HOUSE SIZE
Square Footage

850 -1000 SF
1,000 -1,250 SF
1,250 -1,500 SF
1,500 -1,750 SF
1,750 -2,000 SF
2,100 -2,500 SF

TONNAGE
 2
2.5
3

3.5
4
5

FOR AS 
LOW AS
$5,600.00
  5,850.00
  6,100.00
  6,700.00
  6,900.00
  7,600.00

CALL NOWAll Inventory Must Go!
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East Haddam Events

Cover Photo by AC Proctor 

Farmers’ Market
We’re MOO-VING

We are thrilled to announce that this year’s market will be 
hosted by Ballek’s Garden Center on Maple Ave. Look for us 
in the field across from the cows!
New Location, Same Time

The market will be held on Wednesday evenings from 4:00 
- 7:00 pm. Our season kicks off on June 4 and will “keep on 
going while good things are growing” ending September 17.

We will have lots of familiar favorites and some wonderful 
new additions as well. 

Look for information about vendors and special events on 
our website: http://easthaddammarket.org/

Visit our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/EastHaddam 
FarmersMarket) to get reminders, updates and more.

WANT TO ADVERTISE?

Call Erin Colwell at 

(860) 581-0577

Board & Commission
Vacancies

The Selectmen’s Office announces vacancies on the follow-
ing town boards and commissions: Conservation Commission, 
Economic Development Commission, Farmers Market Committee, 
Green Committee, Historic District Commission, Inland Wetlands 
and Watercourses Commission, Water Pollution Control Authority 
and Zoning Board of Appeals. Residents must be registered voters 
to apply. 

On March 31, 2008 the Town of East Haddam voted at 
the Town Meeting to establish an ordinance entitled “Code 
of Ethical Conduct”. The Board of Selectmen are seeking 
five (5) residents interested in serving on a Municipal Ethics 
Commission. All members shall be electors of the municipal-
ity and no member shall have held public office or have been 
a candidate for public office for a two (2) year period prior 
to appointment, hold office in any political party or political 
committee or be a public official in any other capacity other 
than a Notary Public of Justice of the Peace.  

For an application or more information regarding any of the 
vacancies, please contact the Selectmen’s Office at 873-5021.
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Air Conditioning Systems
♦ Central Heating & Heating Oil

♦ Residential & Commercial 
Duct Systems

♦ Service & Installations

860-526-5244
860-345-3218

CT Lic. # S1-395107
CT Lic. # SM1-1954
CT Lic. # SM1-1980

ALL     WASTE 
CONTROL, INC.

YOU CALL
860-873-9005

WE HAUL
Serving East Haddam, Colchester 

and surrounding communities
Family owned and operated since 1973

Residential, Commercial and Special Pick Up
No Yearly Contract

12 & 15 Yd. containers are available for Spring clean up.
You can also reach us at awcmoodus@gmail.com
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Ambulance Association
The operations crew of the EHAA is 

happy to have acquired a new squad 
car (referred to as squad 15-4) to replace 
an older and increasingly unreliable 
vehicle. This squad car allows medical 
emergencies in our community to be re-
sponded to without having to wait for a 
complete ambulance crew to assemble. 
It allows a first responder EMT to pro-
vide preliminary treatment to a patient 
prior to the arrival of the ambulance. 

At a recent operational meeting 
several of the volunteer crew mem-
bers commented on other useful fea-
tures of the 15-4 vehicle. According 
to Paul Ross, a long time member of 
the crew, it can be used to transfer 
a patient to the ambulance when 
driveways (and sometimes even 
roads) are too narrow for the larger 
vehicle to navigate. The squad car is 
also used in support of community 
events, such as following runners 
during the East Haddam footrace. 
Everyone agreed that the new squad 
15-4, with its up-to-date equipment 
and features, is a great improvement 
over the previous squad car. 

Paul Ross shows off some of the emergency supplies available in the squad car.

Tax Collector
The Tax Office is busy preparing for the mailing of the 2013 

Grand List tax bills. All bills will be in the mail by June 30, 2014 
with a due date of July 1, 2014, payable by August 1, 2014 
without interest.

If you still owe taxes on the 2012 Grand List, an attempt 
should be made to clear up the back taxes before the new bills 
come out. Liens will be placed on all outstanding Real Estate 
balances. This is an additional charge.

Tax payments may be made in person, by mail or on-line. 
Office hours are; Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m., Tuesday 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. and Friday 9:00 a.m. 
- Noon. The Tax Office will be open late on Friday, August 
1st, 2014, 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. There is a secure Lock Box in 
the front alcove, which is available during non-business hours. 
Our on-line payment service, Point and Pay, is available to all 

taxpayers who wish to pay tax bills by e-check, credit or debit. 
There is fee of 2.95% on all credit/debit transactions. The fee 
for e-check is $2.95 per transaction. These fees also apply to 
all over the phone and in office payments. 

To inquire about taxes owed or look up taxes paid, go to 
www.easthaddam.org. Under town departments select Tax 
Collector. Click link for “Online Tax Information”.

To pay taxes online, go to www.easthaddam.org and click 
the link “Pay Taxes”.

This office is for the collection of taxes only. Any adjustments 
to your bill must be made by the Assessor. Email: assessor041@
easthaddam.org Phone: 860-873-5026 

The Tax office can be reached at 860-873-5033 or email: 
taxcollector@easthaddam.org.

Holiday Closings
The Town Office Building and Transfer Station will be closed on:

Monday, May 26 - Memorial Day
Friday, July 4 - Independence Day

Regular hours will resume on the next business day.
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Unattractive, thick, yellow,
discolored, brittle toenails

We Can Help!!!
Introducing a new innovative “laser” treatment for toenail fungus. 

The “Q-clear laser” is FDA approved. Safe and painless. 
No longer a need for oral medications or topical creams and 

solutions!! No longer a need to hide your embarrassing toenails!! 
Free consultation available.

Call today for an appointment at one of our two office locations.

HADDAM FOOT CARE SPECIALIST
Dr. Stuart L. Jablon

1606 Saybrook Road (Tylerville), Haddam, CT 06438

Public Transportation for all ages serving
Chester, Clinton, Deep River, East Haddam,

Essex, Haddam, Killingworth, Lyme, Old Lyme, 
Old Saybrook & Westbrook

Call 860-554-0551
www.9towntransit.com

East Haddam Library System
Hello Friends & Neighbors,

Instead of a traditional article I thought we might try some-
thing different this time around. A lot of people have been 
asking about our new library system. Even though the staff 
& I love answering questions, I thought it might be helpful to 
answer a few of the most common questions to help out the 
quietly curious among us. So without further ado, here are 
some…

Frequently Asked Questions (And 100% Honest Answers) 
About the East Haddam Library System:

What is the East Haddam Library System?
In June 2013, the two libraries (East Haddam Free Public 

Library & Rathbun Free Memorial Library) came under town 
management to form the East Haddam Public Library System. 
Prior to last summer, the libraries were two semi-private insti-
tutions that had no formal relationship. The libraries are still 
working to get a common computer system, which will allow 
patrons to renew and pay fines at either location. The plan is to 
get that piece of the puzzle in place by early 2015.

Ok so, why do we need two libraries in town?
This is the question I hear the most. The simple answer is: 

We need to because we have two.
The libraries hold over 45,000 materials including books, 

movies, and audio books. Consolidating into one of the exist-
ing libraries would mean discarding hundreds of thousands 
of dollars’ worth of materials. Not to mention the time and 

money it would take to figure out what to keep. The librar-
ies serve over 7,000 library card holders in East Haddam. If 
one library was to suddenly disappear, the remaining library 
would be unable to meet the demands of East Haddam’s citi-
zens. Frustrated about the time you had to wait a few days 
for Game of Thrones on DVD or how long it took to get your 
hands on the book? Imagine if our town had half as many 
copies, and twice as many people checking them out. Ouch. 

Why do we even have two libraries in the first place?
Good question. The current EHFPL building was built in 

1920 by Judge Albert Purple. The Rathbun Library was built a 
few years later in 1935 by a bequest left by Norris and Frances 
Rathbun. At the time, East Haddam and Moodus were (in a 
sense) further apart. In 1930, only 1 in 5 American families 
owned an automobile (even fewer in rural New England). Cars 
were considered a status symbol in the 1920s and were down-
right unaffordable during the great depression. The convenient 
seven minute drive that now separates the libraries was easily 
forty-five minutes to an hour during those days. It made sense 
to have two libraries, one for each side of town. Not to men-
tion that the Farmers and the Mill Workers had vastly different 
tastes (one would imagine). 

If we have two libraries, does that mean we’re buying two 
of everything?

A common misconception is that the two libraries are  
duplicating all their items. Not true. While you can certainly 

continued on page 10
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Complete Home Care Department
Oreck Vacuum Cleaners & Supplies

Cards & Gifts / Gift & Visa Cards
Small Appliances / Housewares

Cell Phone Accessories / Balloons
Personal Care Items / School Supplies

Digital Photo Kiosk Center and
Copy Machine & FAX Services Available

get the latest James Patterson book or Johnny Depp movie at 
the library of your choice, the libraries have developed certain 
specialties over the years. In general, only the bestselling new 
releases warrant a copy at each library. If the town had a single 
library, we’d still have to buy more than one copy of certain 
items just to meet demand. There’s definitely some duplication 
that would be cut down on, but not as much as you’d think.

Is there a difference between the libraries?
There’s a reason so many people use both libraries in town. 

Each library has its own distinct personality, and one of the 
ways they express their personality is with the materials that 
are offered. There’s an advantage to having a library account at 
each building. For example, look at the following specialties: 

EHFPL Specialties: Movies, Television Shows, Young Adult 
Fiction, Classic Literature, Graphic Novels/Manga, Anime, Books 
on CD, and Large Print

Rathbun Specialties: Adult Fiction, Adult Mysteries, Biographies, 
Historical Collection, Foreign Films, BBC Productions, Music CDs, 
and Digital Books & Audio Books

So if a library specializes in something that means its better, 
right?

Please keep in mind that both libraries offer a little bit 
of everything. The specialties listed above are based off of 
statistics, and are not a list of what section is “better.” Even 
if one library has a smaller section than its counterpart, 
it still has a vastly different set of materials within that 

section. Your own personal taste is the only measurement 
for what section you prefer. 

Why should I visit the library? 
How much do you spend renting or buying books & 

movies that you only get one use out of? Save your money! 
The libraries have brand new books, films, TV Series, and 
more, all available to checkout for free. Most items are 
available the same week they’re released. The wait lists are 
quick, and online ordering is easy. The libraries also have 
free computer access and free WiFi, which are great for 
job-searching, facebooking, or even gaming. There’s also 
printing, photocopies, and faxing. Best of all, the libraries 
are a great place to meet with friends & neighbors. 

The best way to experience the libraries is to visit, and judge 
for yourself. If you haven’t been in a while, I think you’ll be 
pleasantly surprised. If you’re one of our more regular patrons - 
thank you so much for your support. Keep giving the staff your 
requests, our job is to get you the materials you want. There’s 
something for everyone at your local library. For more details 
please, call the libraries - EHFPL: 860-873-8248 | Rathbun: 
860-873-8210, Google us online, or stop by and visit.

Sincerely Yours,
Michael Gilroy

Your Friendly Neighborhood Library Director

continued from page 9
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Eddies
AUTO BODY
SPECIALISTS

“Serving Our Community
Since 1956”

860-873-9044
www.eddiesautobodyct.com

2 Matthews Drive
East Haddam 06423

www.central-insurance.com

ARCHAMBAULT INSURANCE, INC.

2 North Main Street
P.O. Box C

Chester, CT 06412-0362

Personal &
Business Insurance

(860) 526-9587
Fax: (860) 526-2412

www.archambaultinsurance.com
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Conservation Commission
Would you like to be the proud wearer of a hand-

some patch like this? It’s 4 inches across and brightly 
embroidered to show the world that you care about 
the beautiful open spaces that make East Haddam 
special. Your Conservation Commission would like 
to get you out into the fresh air and involve you 
in the work we do to care for our handsome town 
properties, such as the Nichols Property, the Patrell 
Property, the spectacular Hatch Lot and more. 

There are two ways you can help and earn a patch. First, 
you can participate in our regularly scheduled Stewardship 
Saturdays, which take place twice a month on Saturday after-
noons. If you can give 20 hours of your time to do light work 

in beautiful places with other nice people, a patch 
will be yours. Contact Commission member Paul 
Sienna at paulsiennajr@gmail.com to get involved.

Second, you can volunteer to be the local stew-
ard of town property near your house. If you can 
walk the trails of a local property several times a 
year and alert the Conservation Commission to 
what’s needed there, you can proudly wear this 
patch. Contact Commission member Sue Merrow 

at amerrow@snet.net to learn more about this opportunity.
Come out, experience our town’s wild treasures, and earn 

a patch! 

Friends of Rathbun Library
The Friends wish to express their deep gratitude to all who 

donated to our fund drive.This was the first year that the drive 
was run solely by FOR. To date, we have raised over $9,000. 
Through your generous support, we have been able to pro-
vide a new microwave for the staff kitchen. We are able to 
continue paying the newspaper and periodical subscriptions, 
as well as subsidizing the discount museum passes available 
to all library patrons. We have also provided funding for this 
summer’s childrens’ programs: “Don’t Burst My Bubble” and 
“In The Woods”.

We are in the process of procuring new digital equipment, 
including an iPad, to improve the programs presented at the 
Rathbun. A major project that we are planning to undertake is 
to make the outdoor Georgiana Costa Reading Area more user 
friendly with additional seating, tables, and flowers.

We will be once again holding our popular annual plant sale 
Saturday May 24 from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. As always, this event 

will take place on the front lawn of Rathbun library. Be early 
- the sale will start promptly at 9:00 a.m.! Garden books and 
other goodies will be available for sale as well. Donations of 
potted plants - annuals, perennials and houseplants - may be 
left on the north side of the building at any time on Wednesday 
and Thursday.

This year, our Fridays At 5:30 speaker series will continue 
with some new presenters and some old favorites. Presentations 
will start in June and run through October.

Come visit our newly renovated Book Nook and browse our 
amazing selection of gently used books.

Stop by our booth at the East Haddam Farmers’ Market and 
say hello.

Check our facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/
FriendsOfRathbunLibrary) for information on all upcoming 
events and FOR updates.

First Church Annual Tag Sale
Mark your calendars for First Church of Christ, Congregational 

Annual Tag Sale & Family Fun Day, 499 Town St (Rte. 151), 
East Haddam, CT on Saturday, May 17 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Rain or Shine. Come shop for tag sale treasures, delicious 
baked sale items and enjoy a hot dog or hamburger for lunch. 
Enter our silent auction. And the kids will enjoy the moon 

bounce and face painting.
Donate gently used items (no electronics or exercise 

equipment) - drop off Saturday, May 10 from 9:00 a.m. - 
12:00 Noon. Rent a Space! Just $25 for a generous spot. 
Email Karan at Karancon@yahoo.com or call 860-874-5987 
to reserve space.

Senior Center Trips
The East Haddam Seniors just won’t stay home! Below is 

a list of our up-coming road trips. If one of our adventures 
sparks your interest, please call for more information. All trips 
are open to the public.

Wednesday, July 16
Suffolk Downs - Thoroughbred Races: Action-packed races 

just outside of downtown Boston. Enjoy the races inside the 
Clubhouse or trackside. Luncheon buffet included; Topsider 
Restaurant, fourth floor of the Clubhouse. Menu: hot entrees, 
salad, fruit cocktail, vegetable, potatoes, dessert, coffee. 
Bus departs the Senior Center at 7:45 a.m.; estimated return  
7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, October 18
Pumpkin Festival - Keene, New Hampshire: Spend the day 

enjoying nature in this beautiful location. Outdoor band shell 
with live entertainment. Food & Craft Court. Street performers. 
Grand Pumpkin Illumination of 30,000 pumpkins begins at dusk 
... you can even bring your own carved pumpkin to include in 
the “tall tower of pumpkins”! Lunch at Chandler’s Restaurant. 
Menu: entrée choice of Baked Atlantic Haddock with herbed 
crumbs or Roast Turkey dinner or Vegetable Lasagna, New 
England Clam Chowder, vegetable, potato, and dessert - warm 
apple crisp and coffee. Bus departs Senior Center at 9:00 a.m.; 
estimated return 9:30 p.m. 
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Administrative Office Building
Main Number: 860-873-5020

Fax: (1st floor) 860-873-5042, (2nd floor) 860-873-5025
Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 

Tuesday 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Friday 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

Selectman’s Office

Mark B. Walter, First Selectman 860-873-5021 admin@easthaddam.org

Linda Zemienieski, Administrative Assistant  admin@easthaddam.org

Assessor’s Office

Loreta Zdanys, Assessor 860-873-5026 assessor@easthaddam.org

Patty Veselak, Administrative Assistant

Building Department

Keith Darin, Building Official 860-873-5024 building.dept@easthaddam.org

Carolyn Hart, Administrative Assistant 

Chatham Health District 

Liz Davidson, Sanitarian 860-873-5101 liz.davidson@chathamhealth.org

Finance Department

Cynthia Varricchio, Finance Administrator 860-873-5022 financeadmin@easthaddam.org

Dawn Snow, Finance Assistant 860-873-5040 finance@easthaddam.org

Kathy Klinck, Treasurer 860-891-8502

Land Use Offices 

Jim Ventres, Administrator 860-873-5031 admin.landuse@easthaddam.org

Jim Puska, Zoning Enforcement Officer   zeo.landuse@easthaddam.org

Janet Lombardo, Administrative Assistant   landuse@easthaddam.org

Tax Collector’s Office  

Denise Dill, Tax Collector 860-873-5033 taxcollector@easthaddam.org

Town Clerk’s Office 

Deb Denette, Town Clerk 860-873-5027                  townclerk@easthaddamorg 

Beverly Christopher, Assistant Town Clerk   

Public Works Department fax: 860-873-6014

Town Garage                    Hood Lane Hours:  Monday through Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Transfer Station             Nichols Road Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
                                                           and Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Elizabeth Lunt, Public Works Administrator 860-873-5023 pwadmin@easthaddam.org

Richard Toolan, Public Works Superintendent  pwsuper@easthaddam.org

Shirley Dill, Administrative Assistant  publicworks@easthaddam.org

Don MacKenzie, Transfer Station Foreman 860-873-5030

Other Departments

Don Angersola, Fire Marshal 860-873-5004 admin@easthaddam.org

Shawn Daigle, Fire Chief 860-891-8400 firechief@easthaddam.org

Tiffany Quinn, Parks & Recreation Director 860-873-5058 parkandrec@easthaddam.org

Michael Olzacki, Animal Control Officer 860-873-5044  animalcontrol@easthaddam.org

Peter Simmons
Economic Development Coordinator 860-891-8503        edevcoordinator@easthaddam.org 

Craig Mansfield,
Emergency Management Director 860-873-5103        ehaddamemgmgt@easthaddam.org

Craig Mansfield, 
Facilities Director 860-873-6019 cmansfield@easthaddam.org

Resident State Trooper 860-873-1226 police@easthaddam.org
East Haddam Police 860-873-5041 police@easthaddam.org

Probate Court
Jennifer Berkenstock, Judge of Probate 860-295-6239 
Linda Neal, Clerk  lneal@ctprobate.gov

Registrars of Voters   
Lucy Yacovino & Laurie Alt 860-873-5029 registrars@easthaddam.org

Senior Services - 15 Great Hillwood Road
Brad Parker, Municipal Agent 860-873-5034 seniors@easthaddam.org
Food Bank 860-891-8100

Visit our Website at www.easthaddam.org for more information, 
including meeting minutes

Town of East Haddam
7 Main Street ~ P.O. Box K  East Haddam, CT 06423 TONY’S

Package Store

95 Bridge Street 
Haddam, CT  

860-345-4307

LOWER PRICES

WEEKLY WINE TASTINGS

10% OFF CASES OF WINE

HOURS
Monday - Saturday  8:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Sunday 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
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CALL US TODAY TO EXPERIENCE
THE DIFFERENCE!

AUTO • HOME • BOAT
COMMERCIAL • HEALTH • LIFE

Statewide Toll Free 1-866-455-2121

FIVE REASONS TO BUY
FROM WSI:

Bentley T. Welch
Principal/Broker

• Highly Competitive Rates
• Local Independent Offices
• Financially Sound Carriers
• Excellent Personalized Service
• We Will Come to You

From the Ground Up:
Agricultural History of East Haddam Exhibition

The East Haddam Historical Society & 
Museum is proud to feature a new exhibi-
tion dedicated to the Agricultural History 
of East Haddam, From the Ground Up. 
The exhibition showcases the rich his-
tory of agriculture in East Haddam and 
highlights Native American farming, the 
first English farmers in the 17th Century, 
Revolutionary farmers, the effects of the 
Industrial Revolution on local farming, 
Victory Gardens, chicken farms, current agriculture in the vil-
lages of East Haddam and a view of the future.

We are also working to create a historic herb garden with the 
help of the Moms Club of Moodus. The garden will feature native 
herbs historically used for culinary and medicinal purposes.

The Museum is located at 264 Town 
Street (Route 82).

Donations are always welcome. 
Hours are Friday through Sunday, 10:00 
a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Memorial Day through 
Columbus Day, other times year-round by 
appointment.

The Museum is available for reason-
able rent and cooperates with everyone 
looking to volunteer, satisfy community 

service or provide home-schooling opportunities.
Reach us by phone at 860-873-3944. Find us on Facebook: 

East Haddam Historical Society Museum. Email us at museum@
easthaddamhistory.org. Check out our website at www.easthad-
damhistory.org.

1907 East Haddam Grange Agricultural Fair.

Baseball News
American Legion Announces New 13 - 15 Division in 
addition to 19U & 17U Teams

Post 156, serving the towns of East Haddam, East Hampton 
& Colchester, is announcing that it will participate in the new 
Prep division (15U), created by the Connecticut American 
Legion for players 13, 14 & 15. This team will be in addition 

to the current Junior (17U) and Senior (19U) Legion teams. 
Tryouts will be after the conclusion of any Middle or High 
School play in early June. The home field is the Legion Field, 
located on Neptune Avenue behind Post 156 in Moodus. If 
you are interested in playing for any of our teams please send 
an email to Buddy Altomaro at aaltomaro@gmail.com.
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BALLEK’S 
GARDEN CENTER 

860-873-8878

FULL SERVICE GARDEN CENTER
Great Selection of Annuals, Perennials, Trees & Shrubs

FULL SERVICE FLORIST
Gardening Gifts & Fresh Cut Flowers

LANDSCAPING
Walls, Walks, Patios, Tree and Garden Installation

90 Maple Avenue, East Haddam, CT
www.BalleksGardenCenter.com

Call Now For Spring Landscaping!

OPEN 
YEAR-ROUND

SEE US ON
FACEBOOK!

Moodus 
Electric

LLC

New & Old Residential
Commercial

Service Upgrades
Generator Hook-ups

Additions & Renovations
Troubleshooting

Repairs
860-873-8848

Joshua Becker
Electrical Contractor

LIC #191718-E1

EST. 1959

ROOFING • SIDING • REMODELING
Residential H Commercial H Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

873-8687
EAST HADDAM

ROUTE 82 & 151 - EAST HADDAM INDUSTRIAL PARK

388-9895
OLD SAYBROOK

CALL 1-800-569-1440
CT LICENSE 502520

• Architectural Metal Rfg.
• Copper & Aluminum Gutter
• Additions & Remodeling 
• Wood & Vinyl Siding 
• Full Chimney Maintenance

• Wood & Asphalt Shingles
• Slate & Tile Specialists
• E.P.D.M. Systems
• Modified Bitumen
• Sheet Metal Fabrications

R.A. Parady & Sons, Inc.

� Personal Injury, Wrongful Death
and Insurance Claims

� Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts
� Real Estate
� Divorce and Family Law
� Criminal and Motor Vehicle Defense

Joseph M. Busher, Esq.
51 Dolbia Hill Road
East Haddam, CT
860-873-2994

36 Russ Street
Hartford, CT

860-278-4040

Rated by

Super Lawyers
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Master Gardener’s Corner
It’s that time again! Spring has brought forth an explosion of 

flowers, showy shrubs and glistening trees. But the grass….., 
Oh that grass, such a pain….., it doesn’t par with May’s horti-
cultural offerings. Every year you try something new to bring 
forth a lush lawn, but instead see bare spots, disease, and 
weed invasions by July. OK, so what do we do? It’s time to 
look at a few basics. Instead of running to the store to spend 
your money on fertilizer, seeds, or herbicides, following these 
simple steps will lead to a hardy lawn for a fraction of the cost. 
Firstly, don’t guess, soil test. Follow through on this testing and 
you will learn exactly what your lawn needs. Go to http://
www.soiltest.uconn.edu/ for details.

Next, dethatch your lawn area if needed and aerate with 
a spike aerator if possible. It is best to wait until fall for plug 
aerating. The soil test results will tell you if you need to apply 
lime and/or fertilizer, and it will give you the exact concen-
trations for both. Now, the hard part, what grass seed is best 
for this area? This is a big topic so to keep it short; I’ll go 
straight to the point. Turf-type Fescues tolerate wear, shade, 
salt drought and acid soils. They require lower water and less 
fertilizer. Perennial Ryegrass is excellent turf grass under ideal 
conditions and is often mixed with fescues and Bluegrasses. 
A good mix is 30-40% fescue, 30-40% Kentucky bluegrass 

and 20% or less Perennial ryegrass. You can try a fine or tall 
fescue blend. Purchase from a source that understands grass 
and offers the best quality. Apply as directed and then follow 
these simple steps.

Cut high and often. Shaving your grass or cutting it low in-
hibits deep root growth. Deep roots provide a thicker lawn, 
which in turn prevents weeds.

Keep your mower blades or reels sharp.
Mow when grass is dry.
Deep, infrequent watering is best-between 4:30 a.m. and 

10:00 a.m., as this will avoid fungus disease.
Return grass clippings as you cut. Clippings add natural 

nitrogen.
Avoid fertilizing when grass is not growing, such as, early 

Spring; the heat of summer; when grass is dormant; or in the 
late fall. Fertilize in the Spring when growth is flush, or in 
late summer or early fall. Wait until weather is between 50 
and 80 degrees.

Follow these simple steps and you will find having a lush, 
green lawn doesn’t have to be a pain in the grass. Enjoy!

Linda Stuhlman, Adv. Certified Master Gardener 
Certified Tree Warden

Nathan Hale-Ray Middle School
to Break Ground for a School Garden

This spring, Mrs. Thody’s 
8th grade science students 
will be breaking ground 
for a school garden at the 
middle school. The garden 
will serve as an extension 
to the classroom by inte-
grating garden-based curri-
cula across all disciplines. 
Students also hope to work 
with the cafeteria to serve 
the food they grow. Extra 

food from the garden will be donated to local food banks.

The community is working together to “sprout” the first season 
of our school garden. Mrs. Thody secured a donation of $200.00 
worth of seeds from Hart’s Seed Company in Wethersfield, CT. 
The East Haddam Garden Club’s Junior Projects Committee, led 
by Dora Lyman and Bette Lomme, will be donating their exper-
tise, and providing monetary support for deer fencing, mulch, and 
topsoil! Nancy MacKinnon from Ballek’s Garden Center donated 
five cedar garden beds valued at $450.00. In addition, Ballek’s 
started the following seedlings in their greenhouses: lettuce, 
spinach, leeks, Chinese cabbage, kale, Swiss chard, and broccoli 
rabe. Please contact Shaleen.Thody@easthaddamschools.org if 
you are interested in donating time or resources to this project.

Pictured with seeds donated by 
Hart’s Seed Company are (Left to 
Right): Quinn Schlueter-Walsh, 

Emily Rottino, Alexis Rogers
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Thomas D. Comer
CPA

Comer and Company, LLC

61 Main Street
Middletown, CT

06457

860.346.2100
860.873.1040

Celebrating 45 Years
at the same phone number

860-669-6919
NEW INGROUND POOLS
REPLACEMENT LINERS

RENOVATIONS
CHEMICALS
SUPPLIES
SERVICE

9 North High Street
Clinton, CT 06413

Garden Club 
Don’t miss the popular event!

The East Haddam Garden Club’s annual Plant & Bake Sale 
will be Saturday, May 17, from 9:00 a.m. to noon at the East 
Haddam Grange, 488 Town St. The sale will feature a wide 
variety of plants from members’ gardens and delectable 
treats from their kitchens. Funds raised at this sale (and at 
other club events) are used for civic beautification projects 
in East Haddam.
Ballek’s Garden Center featured in Yankee Magazine.

Congratulations to East Haddam Garden Club members 
Anita Ballek and Nancy Ballek Mackinnon. Ballek’s Garden 
Center was featured in two recent issues of Yankee maga-
zine. In the January/February 2014 issue, an article on ter-
rariums recommended Ballek’s as an excellent source of 
miniature indoor plants and decorative accessories for ter-
rariums. Ballek’s was named one of eight “Best Nurseries” 
(houseplants category) in the Home and Garden Awards 
section of the March/April 2014 issue. Tovah Martin and 
Christie Matheson wrote: “Forget the boring houseplant 
standards. Ballek’s offers a full and varied menu of possibili-
ties for the toughest growing conditions - including your liv-
ing room … plus, they can handle newbies and troubleshoot 
any questions.”
New Officers

New EGGC officers for June 2014 - May 2015 were elected 
recently. They are: Co-Presidents - Nancy Borge and Nancy 

Seaman; Vice-President - Bette Lomme; Recording Secretary 
- Judy Metcalf; Corresponding Secretary - Jo Golec; Treasurer 
- Debby Duncan.
EHGC Projects

Spring Beautification
Members are nurturing begonia seedlings to be planted at 

Gillette Castle in May. Every year, club member Anita Ballek 
designs the colorful beds of annuals; club members join her 
at the Castle for a morning of planting. Also on the club’s 
spring beautification list: Goodspeed green and the planters 
at Shagbark Triangle. Watch for garden club creations in May 
at all three locations. During the warm months, members 
take turns watering and maintaining the green and triangle.

New Middle School Garden
The club is pleased to be assisting Nathan Hale-Ray Middle 

School grade 8 science teacher Shaleen Thody and her stu-
dents in the creation of a raised bed vegetable garden at the 
school. Member Nancy Ballek Mackinnon has been provid-
ing expert advice as well as planting materials, and the club 
will continue to provide support whenever needed.
Interested in the EHGC?

For more information, call (860) 873-8732 or check out 
“East Haddam Garden Club” on Facebook. The club was 
founded more than 80 years ago. There are currently 46 mem-
bers; new members are always welcome. 
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“Annie” Comes Back to East Haddam

“The sun’ll come out, tomorrow…” On March 21 and 
22 NHRMS echoed with the strains of this song. The Spring 

Production at the middle school this year was “Annie, jr.” The 
musical stretched the talents of the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grade 
cast to the max.

Under the direction of NHRMS music teacher Marisa Alfano, 
these wonderful performers transported their audiences back 
to NYC in the 1930’s. The production starred 6th grader Jenna 
Masci in the title role with Teddy Kuderko as Daddy Warbucks 
and Miss Hannigan double cast by Molly Curry and Hana 
Tanabe.

The casts’ three months of intense rehearsals were supported 
by an amazing group of close to 50 parents, friends and high 
school students. These intrepid volunteers built, sewed, scav-
enged, painted & designed the perfect “Annie” environment. 
The two fabulous performances (with cameo appearances by 
Dana Hyatt, Jason Peacock and Roy Parker) were a tribute to 
everyone’s hard work and talent. Bravo to all the “Annie” family.

“Times Square” all lit up on the NHRMS stage,  
(courtesy of parent volunteer Ron Perry)

Nathan Hale-Ray High School Electrathon
Engineering Program

Throughout the year Hale-Ray High School students work 
as a team using design and fabrication skills to produce 
electric vehicles to be used in competition at Lime Rock 
Park. Each fall and spring they compete in the Connecticut 
Electrathon Engineering Challenge. The competition is spon-
sored by Central Connecticut State University and Lime Rock 
Raceway to promote engineering and alternative transpor-
tation energy sources. Students across New England design 
and build efficient, aerodynamic vehicles following strict 
safety criteria to compete against each other. The objective 
is to drive a vehicle the farthest distance in one hour using a 
limited amount of energy (72 pounds of batteries). 

Following a year of intense design and fabrication, the stu-
dents of the Engineering and Product Design classes make 
modifications to existing cars in addition to building new 
vehicles. Since 2001, Hale-Ray students have manufactured 

more than eleven vehicles and placed first more than 26 
times. 

As the current year moves toward spring, students are work-
ing hard to complete two new vehicles, a carbon fiber com-
posite car and the first ever leaning metal frame vehicle. From 
the CAD designs to race ready completion using CNC ma-
chinery to mill sprockets, components, and body shell molds 
usually takes 1½ - 2 years. 

Community support for the program and annual funding from 
the Ray Board truly enables these students to be successful. As 
a result of this program, hundreds of students have gone into 
careers in manufacturing, design, engineering and automotive 
trades. The chance to work as a team member, communicate 
ideas, and apply individual skills to create such an exciting 
product is invaluable. Provide students with the resources and  
opportunity and it is amazing what they will achieve.

Lions Club
Mark Your Calendars - It’s Time for the 

Annual Lions Club Auction!
The East Haddam Lions Club will be host-

ing its annual auction & tag sale on Saturday, 
July 12. The tag sale begins at 8:00 a.m., the 
auction begins at 10:00 a.m., good food & 
good times will be had all day. 

Currently, the lions are seeking donations 
of all sizes. Cars, boats, trailers, and other 
large items of significant value are in spe-
cial demand. The Lions Club relies on your kind donations to 
make the auction a success, all donations are tax-deductible. 

There are few feelings more satisfying than knowing you 

helped your hometown. All earnings from 
the auction go directly to good causes all 
over East Haddam. In the past, proceeds 
from the annual auction have helped 
to fund emergency vehicles for the fire 
department, holiday food baskets, light-
ing for Legion Field, Little League field 
equipment, aid to the local food & fuel 
banks, and much more. 

If you would like to make a donation (or 
for more information) please contact Lion Auction Chairman 
Joe Busher at (860) 873-2994 or email Lion Secretary Michael 
Gilroy at GilroyM@gmail.com. 
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8th Grade Heads to Washington, D.C.
The Nathan Hale-Ray Middle School 8th grade class will 

head to Washington, D.C. on May 6 - May 9 for their annual 
class trip.

Students have been planning and fundraising all year in order 
to go. Students will get to see many memorials and monuments, 
visit Smithsonian Museums that are situated around the National 
Mall, tour the Capitol Building, the White House, Arlington 
National Cemetery, and the Holocaust Museum, just to name 
a few things. Students also get to enjoy a Washington Nationals 

baseball game, a dinner at Hard Rock Café, and a beautiful night 
tour of the monuments.

The 8th grade team has been busy working on projects that 
lead up to the Washington, D.C. trip as part of their curricu-
lum so students can go on the trip with a sense of why this trip 
is important such as WWII veterans and Holocaust survivors 
coming in to share their experiences.

This is the 15th year that Nathan Hale-Ray Middle School 
has gone to Washington, D.C. 

Just Be in Your Life!
Not too long ago I came across a quote from Saint Augustine, 

“to err is human, to persist in error is devilish”, and I thought 
about how many times have we heard that from our moth-
ers, teachers and mentors - people who were never perfect, 
however they want us to succeed in life, not only materially 
though also physically, mentally and emotionally. I thought 
how many of us really think about things like this seriously 
versus those who have been taking the easy route and fall 
into the “devilish” ways of life. Many look for easy solutions 
to life’s issues, however to become happier and stay in good 
health we need to understand that our every move and deci-
sion is like a building block in our life. We need to connect 
to our body and listen to our emotions which speak in great 
value early in our lives. I don’t want to suggest that we fall into 
narcissism and don’t see anything besides your body, but to be 
able to detect early signs of health problems, pay more atten-
tion to your daily habits and needs, and persistence in errors 
will be avoided. 

Incorporating change in daily habits is a big lifestyle change 
and for some it may feel like an overwhelming step to take. When 
it may seem difficult remember to never give up. In moments 
of weakness you should think about children who begin to start 
walking and take their first steps in life, and how many times 
do children fall and get up and smile while running to parent’s 
arms; become like that child. Some people keep a better way 
of living such as taking cardio classes at the gym or exercise on 
their own. They’ve been following a healthy eating routine and 
yet they still feel aches and pain and don’t understand why “the 
right way of living” is not a quick enough solution to their prob-
lems. Those people should be patient because most likely their 

building blocks may be better now but they were decaying when 
they were building the foundation of their life. In this case, they 
should think about the body and life like a boulder. No one can 
build a strong beautiful house on rotten foundation; repairs need 
to be addressed first. What was weak will not hold the expansion. 

Pain in life is an indication that there is something wrong 
with the body. Pain tells us to pay more attention to our dai-
ly movement, diet and emotions. How we walk, how we sit 
at the computer desk, how we stand, how we move, that all 
has a tremendous influence on our physical health. When 
we skip breakfast, forget to drink water, when we don’t pay 
attention to greens, reds and yellow colors in our food that 
has influence on your physical and emotional health. When 
we forget to smile, when we forget to forgive, when we 
argue and gossip this all has influence on our physical and 
emotional health, our building blocks. When we use drugs 
and alcohol, even recreationally, that has an influence on 
our physical and emotional life. 

Every decision we make, every step we take, and every word 
we say has an influence on our health and it is a building block 
in your very short life here on earth. My suggestion is - find 
a quiet spot, take a walk in nature and connect with yourself 
every day. Be spontaneous yet be mindful. Just be in your life! 
Spring is the perfect time to make a positive change in life. You 
will notice fewer errors you make and your life will become 
stronger, healthier and less unbearable. Just be in your life!

 I wish you wonderful summer months to come.

Maryla Radziszewski
Health Coach, LMT, CPT, Morefit, LLC

FFA Public Speaking Contest
Jenna Sullivan and Mary Pease competed in the 

FFA District Public Speaking Contest held at NHRHS 
on March 25. Congratulations to Jenna for placing 
first in the district, she will compete at the State FFA 
Convention on May 17th.
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Music on the River
July 7 - B. Willie Smith - This year’s series opens with leg-

endary Connecticut Blues band B. Willie Smith, who filled 
dance clubs in the 70’s and 80’s and continues to do the same 
several times a year at Toads, The Kate and Black Eyed Sallies. 
Their combination of Up Blues and originals will have you 
feeling the rhythms and dancing in your seat; or on your feet.

July 14 - Bluesberry Jam - Hypothetically, if you were to cre-
ate a Bluesberry Jam Band radio station on your Pandora app, 
you would listen to the following bands: Allman Brothers, The 
Grateful Dead, Widespread Panic, Government Mule, The 
Rolling Stones, BB King, and other bands that share their same 
bluesy, country, and rocky roots. All band members save for 
two; call Moodus and East Haddam home: Ken Tosi and Matt 
White on guitars, Pete Govert on bass, with Jeff Bauer and 
Evan Tosi on drums. Singer Chris Bauer is from Middletown 
while Cary Burns, our keyboardist, hails from MA. Guest vo-
calist Sue Rivard, lead singer of Fountainhead, will add her 
talents. Additionally, Bluesberry is the house band for the an-
nual Moodus Sportsmen’s Club Harvest Fest. Please note that 
the band will play an original song, “Jimmy River Chubs” - the 
ONLY song ever written to celebrate the joys of ice fishing on 
the Moodus Reservoir. You heard it here first!

July 21 - Tom Rush - Tom Rush’s reputation as one of the fin-
est interpreters of folk music who helped jump-start the awak-
ening of both traditional folk music and the singer songwriter 
boom from the golden era of the 60’s and 70’s is undisputed. 
His recordings of songs by Joni Mitchell, James Taylor and 
Jackson Brown (to name a few) were instrumental in launch-
ing their careers, and he continues to help subsequent genera-
tions get their footing as well. His honey drenched baritone 
and tasteful guitar accompaniment, has a purity that has been 
charming audiences for 50 years. A master storyteller and hu-
morist, Tom’s yarns are spun with regional accents and an en-
dearing nod to Americana. Join us for a magical evening of 
sweet melancholy ballads, gritty blues, and laughter.

July 28 - United States Coast Guard Dixieland Jazz Band 
- The United States Coast Guard Dixieland Jazz Band was 
organized in 1970 to perform classic jazz, blues, and rags 
with a “New Orleans” flavor. The Dixieland Jazz Band has 
entertained audiences across America, in the former Soviet 
Union and in England. Notable venues include the open-air 
theater in Disney World, the Boardwalk in Atlantic City, at 
the “Galaxy Jazz Festival” in Milwaukee, the Embarcadero in 
San Francisco, the John F. Kennedy Center Millennium Stage 
in Washington, D.C., and at Mardi Gras in New Orleans. The 
group has also performed on numerous radio and television 
broadcasts across the nation.

August 4 - New Riders of the Purple Sage - New Riders of the 
Purple Sage, an American Country Rock Band, emerged from 
the psychedelic rock scene in San Francisco in 1969. The origi-
nal group included co-founders John Dawson and David Nelson 
with Jerry Garcia and several members of the Grateful Dead. As 
the Grateful Dead personnel moved on to concentrate on their 
own sound, the New Riders enjoyed the adulation of an estab-
lished audience. Their hit songs “Panama Red”, “Glendale Train”, 
“Truck Drivin’ Man” appealed to both the counter culture move-
ment and the Cowboy Outlaw genre of the 70’s & 80’s. The New 
Riders of the Purple Sage continue to bring audiences together to 
celebrate a bit of nostalgia, fine music, and dancing.

August 11 - Fiesta del Norte - Fiesta del Norte is an exciting 
versatile Mariachi band that plays music of Mexico and other 
Latin American countries. Dressed in traditional charro outfits, 
they perform a repertoire that spans the styles of the Mariachis 
of Jalisco, Nortenas of Chihuahua, harp music of Vera Cruz, 
and marimba music of Chiapas. Bring your sarape and som-
brero as we celebrate our Fiesta on the river.

August 18 - Parsonsfield (formerly Poor Old Shine) - Parsonsfield 
is a roots band with a grassroots ethos. Formed at the University of 
Connecticut, where singer and banjo player Chris Freeman met 
banjo and mandolin player Antonio Alcorn in a folk music club 
on campus, an early version of Parsonsfield landed its first gig — 
opening for a friend’s band at the legendary New Haven club Toad’s 
Place. Parsonsfield has played live shows before increasingly ap-
preciative audiences in renowned venues, including Washington 
D.C., Nashville, Cambridge Mass., New York City, Philadelphia, 
and Infinity Hall in Norfolk, Conn., where the musicians recorded 
a live album in 2012. Parsonsfield’s music is influenced by Pete 
Seeger, vintage bluegrass and contemporary bands like the Avett 
Brothers.

Concert Information - All concerts are held on Monday 
nights from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the green of the Goodspeed 
Opera House. If it rains, the concerts will be moved to the 
High School Auditorium (please call the Recreation Office 
for location information if weather is questionable; 860-873-
5058). Great food and drinks will be available to purchase at 
the Gelston House, or you may bring a picnic dinner. Parking is 
available in the Goodspeed Opera House parking lot, behind 
the Gelston House. The Music on the River site is made pos-
sible through the generous support of Goodspeed Musicals. 
Please leave all dogs at home.

**NEW THIS YEAR** All donations over $150 will receive 
a free “Music on the River” T-Shirt! Please specify T-Shirt size 
if your donation meets this requirement. T-Shirts will be avail-
able for pick up at the first concert!

(Please tear off and mail the lower section with your check)
Please remember that all concerts are funded completely by your donations! No tax dollars are used to support the concert series! Please be generous, 
the donations that we receive before the concerts will allow us to book the bands, pay the band deposits and advertise! Please put this reminder on your 
refrigerator, and tear off the bottom portion to mail in with your donation.

Name as it should appear in the program: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Amount of Donation: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Concert you wish to sponsor: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please make your checks payable to “Town of East Haddam - Music on the River” and mail them with this completed form to: East Haddam Parks and 
Recreation, P.O. Box 278, East Haddam, CT 06423
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Over 190 runners and 
walkers turned out for the 
15th Annual April Fools 
Road Race. Joey Plude and 
Emily Sienna (see photo) 
placed first overall in the 
5K and Shaun Berard and 
Everest Peacock in the 10.5 
Mile run. Congratulations to 
everyone who came out and 
ran or walked. The weather 
was perfect and the runners 
and walkers were cheered 
on by friends, families, Lions 
and Leos. Thank you to the 
East Haddam Leo Club and 
Leo Advisor Kathy Bristol 
who provided snack sand 
refreshments for our partici-
pants and assisted our race 
marshals on the course. The 
Community Lions would like 
to thank the East Haddam 
Ambulance Association and 
the Police Department for 
their help. Special thanks 
to our sponsors: Nathan 
Hale Pharmacy; Dutch Oil 
Company, Inc.; Grist Mill 
Market; Anderson, Reynolds 
& Lynch, LLP; Attorney Scott 
W. Jezek; Ballek’s Garden 
Center; Denya’s Auto Body, Inc.; Eddie’s Auto Body, Inc.; 
Liberty Bank, Moodus; Moodus Package Store; New England 
Propeller Services; Shagbark Lumber and Farm Supplies; Tri-
Town Precision Plastics; Coca Cola Bottling Company of New 
England/Waterford; Dunkin Donuts, Haddam; and Staehly’s 
Farm. Hope to see you all again next year!
9th Annual English Tea Party

Come and join us for this year’s ‘Gardens” themed English 
Tea Party, Saturday, May 10, 2:00 p.m. at St. Stephen’s Parish 
Hall, East Haddam. Tickets are $25. Our inspired table set-
tings seat eight apiece, so if you can get a “Gaggle of Girls” 

together, it will be a great 
treat to just sit,  be waited 
upon and have time to talk, 
laugh and share a lovely 
Tea together. Or you can 
come alone and meet many 
new friends. What an ideal 
“Mother’s Day” treat. There 
is entertainment, fun and 
lots of indulgent goodies to 
eat …you won’t be disap-
pointed. Each person will 
also receive a favor.

For information and tick-
ets please call Linda: 860-
873-8933 or visit our web-
site: www.ehcl.org
All proceeds are donated 
back to this Community 
and Lions Club Sponsored 
Charities. Tickets go quickly, 
don’t delay book early… an 
ideal treat for the “Girls” in 
your life. 
Don’t forget to look for 
us in the Memorial Day 
Parade!

Lions Clubs International 
is the world largest service 
club organization with 1.35 
million members worldwide. 
We’re also one of the most 

effective. Our members do whatever is needed to help their lo-
cal communities. Everywhere we work, we make friends. With 
children who need eyeglasses, with seniors who don’t have 
enough to eat and with people we may never meet. Whenever 
a Lions club gets together, problems get smaller. And communi-
ties get better.... 100% of all funds raised by Lions Clubs go back 
to the community or Lions sponsored projects … all administra-
tive costs are covered by its members in their annual dues. If 
you want to know more … ask a Lion or www.lionsclubs.org or 
www.ehcl.org

Emily Siena & Joey Plude

Community Lions Events

Happy Spring!
from all of us at 

Essex Printing and Events Magazines
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Leo Club

On Sunday, May 18 the East Haddam Leos will hold their 
second annual Leo Club Induction Ceremony. This annual 
event initiates the Leos who have joined in the past year, and 
serves as a celebration in recognition of all the hard work and 
community service the club has done over the course of the 
year. This year the Leos have much to be proud of. Highlights 
include their Second Annual Apple Festival, participation 
in Relay for Life, collecting thousands of can tabs for the 
Shriners, and their involvement in the upcoming Cinco de 
Mayo Festival at EHFPL (Monday, May 5 at 6:00 p.m.!). Other 

proud achievements include working side by side with local 
Lions Clubs at the Annual Auction, EH Road Race, Christmas 
Tree Sales, Sight Savers Day, and the Hebron Fair. All proceeds 
from Leo Club events go to support various charitable causes 
& organizations around town. The Leo Club currently consists 
of 40 of East Haddam’s finest young citizens.

The Leos would like to formally welcome and congratulate 
their newest 2014 inductees: Chris Birdsey, Masey Bradway, 
Tanner Burke, Talon Close, Amanda French, Cassidy French, 
Sarah Haentjens, Francis Hasuly, Carly Houle, Amber Lake, 
Mick Levesque, William Marshall, Brianna Murphy, Shawn 
Parent, and Ben Sibley.

Next up for the Leo Club is their Mother’s Day Bake Sale 
on May 10th. The Leos will be at the Gristmill Market and 
Shagbark from 10:00-1:00. Please support the Leos by do-
nating money in exchange for tasty treats. The Leos are also 
about to start off a string of Fundraisers to support the East 
Haddam Food & Fuel Banks, follow their Facebook Page for 
more details!

Any East Haddam Teen (ages 12-18), is welcome to join the 
Leos. The Leos meet the First Thursday of the Month and the 
Third Tuesday of the Month from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. at the East 
Haddam Free Public Library (18 Plains Rd, Moodus). Potential 
members are invited to stop by and see what the club is all 
about. For more details please contact Leo Adviser Michael 
Gilroy at GilroyM@gmail.com.

L-R: Samantha VanValkenberg, Amber Lake, Chris Birdsey, Will 
Sanders, Owen McLean, Grace McLean, Gillian Hoover, Kara Izzo

Almost Pictured: Adviser Kathy Bristol (in back)

Number One Dog Tag Contest
Please submit a photo of your dog, along with the following 

information by May 14:
 1.  Owner’s name, address, phone number, and email 

address
 2. Pet’s name, age, and breed

Submit entry to: Town Clerk, P.O. Box K, 7 Main Street, East 
Haddam, CT 06423, e-mail to townclerk@easthaddam.org

Photos will be compiled and forwarded to the Nathan Hale-
Ray Middle School for voting. 

The contest is designed to promote the importance of 

licensing your dog; the students have a lot of fun judging the 
contest. Licenses are required pursuant to Connecticut law for 
all dogs over 6 months of age.

The winner and the runner up will receive the #1 and #2 tag 
(rabies vaccine must be up to date); license fees will be paid 
by the Town Clerk’s Office.

Photos will not be returned, so please retain a copy if it’s a 
favorite photo.

Dog Licenses
Dog licenses are renewable each year in the month of June.
Licenses are required for every dog over 6 months of age.
The cost for a dog license is $8.00 for a spayed/neutered 

dog and $19.00 for a dog that has not been altered. Current 
law assesses a $1.00 late penalty per month. In addition to it 
being the law, a license serves as a ticket home should your 
pet become lost. 

Reminder notices will be mailed to licensed dog owners at 
the end of May. If sending in your payment via the mail, please 
include any updated paperwork; it will be returned to you 

with the license. 
If you have any questions regarding licensing your dog, 

please contact:
Deb Denette, East Haddam Town Clerk 860-873-5027 

or Mike Olzacki, East Haddam Animal Control Officer 
860-873-5044

Thank you.
License #1 and #2 will be reserved for the winner and run-

ner up chosen by the students at the Nathan Hale-Ray Middle 
School in the Number One Dog tag contest.
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INHERITING?
RETIRING?
MOVING?

       call
MILLER’S 

ANTIQUES
Since 1939

Stone Age to Moderne

860-873-8286
Let us Handle Your
Estate Sale

Fox 
Ledge
Farm

Riding Lessons
Beginner - Grand Prix

Dressage & Balanced Seat

29-A Daniels Road 
(off Rt. 151)

East Haddam, CT 06423
eqarts@snet.net

www.foxledgefarm.net

860.873.8108

Children’s Day Camp
August 11 - 16

ScottW. Jezek, Esq.
Terrance D. Lomme, of Counsel

31W.F. Palmer Road
P.O. Box 376

Moodus, CT 06469

Tel: (860) 873-1449
Fax: (860) 873-1113

E-mail:
swjezek@sbcglobal.net

e Law Office of

SCOTT W. JEZEK

Let Me Make Your 
Home Ownership 
Dreams A Reality!

Dawn McNary
REALTOR®

Selling/Buying/Investing
I Live and Work in East Haddam!

Office: 860.739.4455 x33
Cell: 860-575-5001

dawnmcnary@heritagesells.net
Follow me on Twitter!

If you have extra time, 
you can earn extra 

money! Part-time Sales 
Representatives needed 

due to our recent growth. 
Set your own work 

schedule. Sales experience 
helpful but not necessary.  

Ideal for persons 
interested in 

supplementing their 
current income. Grow 
with us! Send resume  

and cover letter to  
print@essexprinting.com.  

No phone calls please.

Help Wanted
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Moodus Reservoir Preservation Group
Spring is here, finally, and we’re all looking to yard and 

lawn preparation. It’s important to keep in mind the harm-
ful effects of fertilization and pesticides that enter our lakes, 
encouraging over growth of native and invasive aquatic 
plants as well as harmful algae. Try to keep fertilizer use 
to a minimum, especially near any body of water where 
run-off can affect the lake. Plan to mow your lawn with the 
mower in mulch cycle, distributing as you mow. Keep in 
mind that you must keep your mower blade sharp (3 sharp-
ening minimum per season recommended; cut to about 3” 
for healthiest grass). An alternative is to bag your clippings 
and establish a mulching area to create very rich mulch for 

bare spots and later applications.
Interested lake area residents are invited to an Aquatic 

Weed Workshop on June 21, 9:00 a.m. at the Lake Hayward 
Pavilion.

Membership in MRPG is open to anyone interested in the health 
of Moodus Reservoir and other lakes in town. Dues for the com-
ing year July 2014 to June 2015 are $25 per household. Checks 
payable to “MRPG” may be sent to T. Varriale, Treasurer, MRPG, 
Inc., 76 Falls Bashan Rd, Moodus 06469; include address, phone 
and e-mail. Donations are always welcome. Information inquires 
may be sent to Moodus.Reservoir@gmail.com. See us on Face 
Book at “Moodus Reservoir“.

Moodus Sportsmen’s Club
Shad Bake | June 22 | Noon - 3:00 p.m.

Playing It Safe in the Sun

The sun sends us heat and light and is beneficial to our 
health. Ninety percent of our Vitamin D comes

from sunlight hitting our skin but too much sun can cause 
skin cancer. It is important to balance the benefits and risks of 
exposure to sunshine and use sunscreen correctly.
4 Steps to Playing it Safe in the Sun
 1. Avoid Too Much Sun: Wear protective clothing (shirt, hat, 
pants, sunglasses) when in the sun for more than 15 minutes; 
seek shade as much as possible; avoid mid-day sun.
 2. Apply Sunscreen to Exposed Skin: Apply 15 minutes before 
sun exposure; apply a generous coat and reapply every 2 hours 
or more often if getting wet or sweating heavily.
 3. Choose Sunscreen Wisely: Look at the label. Choose a 
sunscreen that: Offers broad spectrum (UV-A & UV-B) protec-
tion, Is rated as SPF 15 or 30, Contains zinc oxide as the active 
ingredient or as a blend with titanium dioxide. These mineral 
blockers are preferable to chemical absorbers. Choose water 
resistant.
 4. Do Get Some Sun Every Day: Your body needs a daily 
dose of Vitamin D from the sun. For most people 15 minutes 

of sunshine without sunscreen will not damage the skin and 
will give you enough Vitamin D.
How Do I Choose A Sunscreen?

Read the label for the following features: SPF 15 or 30: The SPF 
(sun protection factor) is an indication of how much extra time 
you can spend in the sun and not get a sun burn. For example, 
if it normally takes you 1 hour to get a sunburn, using a SPF 15 
sunscreen will prevent a burn for 15 hours. But that is not realistic 
as the sunscreen will wear off from swimming, sweating and con-
tact with other surfaces. Proper use of a SPF 15 or 30 sunscreen is 
usually sufficient to protect the skin. A higher SPF is not needed 
and would still need to be reapplied just as often.
Should I Apply Sunscreen To My Infant Or Young child?

For babies under six months of age, it is best to shelter them 
from the sun with hats, clothing and shade. If there is sun ex-
posure, use sunscreen sparingly over small areas of exposed 
skin. Beyond 6 months of age you can use sunscreen normally 
but avoid the area around the eyes because children may wipe 
it into their eyes and cause irritation.

www.ct.gov
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Peter D. L. Kern
VP - Branch Manager

NMLS Number 11142

Handling all of your 
Residential Mortgage 

Lending Needs.
We Lend in 50 States

979 Farmington Avenue, Ste 1F
Berlin, CT 06037

Office: 860.828.5374
Fax: 203.413.4399
Cell: 860.966-3290

pkern@nealliancemortgage.com
 Bank of England
 NMLS 418481

Residents of East Haddam got some good news 
this week after a second audit by the State Board of 
Education who found in favor of the town. On initial 
review, the state claimed that more than $1 million 
worth of school construction at the Nathan Hale-Ray 
Middle School was ineligible for reimbursement ac-
cording to the parameters of the state grant. After a 
meeting at the State Education Department office in 
Hartford attended by State Representative Melissa 
Ziobron, First Selectman Mark Walter and Finance 
Director Cindy Varricchio, the final audit reduced that 
amount by more than $450,000 saving the town in 
excess of $215,000.

In addition, Rep. Ziobron was also able to add an addi-
tional $36,000 to a forgiveness priority list. Those monies 
were for a penalty for prior window replacement project 
at the former middle school. The total savings to the town 
are over $250,000.

“All large capital projects are an incredible undertaking 
for any community, and I am so grateful for the service 
all the volunteers provided on the building committee. I 

am especially grateful for the assistance from our State 
Representative Melissa Ziobron who saw this project 
from its beginning stages through a successful finish. The 
new middle school will serve as a cornerstone of our 
community for generations to come” said Mark Walter, 
First Selectman of East Haddam.

In regards to her efforts with the project Ziobron 
said, “I am proud of my work on the former 4-8 School 
Building Committee and glad I was able to provide first-
hand knowledge of the project. In fact, I had actually 
asked the same questions the state had while I was a 
member of the committee. The town brought forward a 
lot of great documentation to the audit review and they 
should be commended for their due diligence.”

Melissa Ziobron represents the 34th district communities 
of Colchester, East Haddam and East Hampton. 

Alicia V Mucha, Press Secretary, 
House Republican Office

Work 860-240-1492, Cell- 860-999-1888

State Audit Benefits East Haddam Residents

Richard Cusano • Proprietor
Locally Owned & Operated

Residential & Commercial
Customized Programs

to Fit Your Needs

• Termites • Carpenter Ants
• Carpenter Bees • Squirrels 

• Rodent Control • Wasps
ALL  WORK CONFIDENTIAL - UNMARKED 
VEHICLES - V.A. & F.H.A. CERTIFICATION 

FOR TERMITE INSPECTION - PRICES 
QUOTED OVER PHONE

860-453-9020
  www.profext.com

Lic. #B-0557

Haddam
East Haddam
Chester 
Clinton
860-663-2817

Old Lyme
Old Saybrook 
Essex
Westbrook
860-388-4483

Branford
Madison
Guilford
203-453-9020860-663-2817

Relaxand
Renew

Massage
Reflexology

Cranial Sacral
Reiki

with 
Barbara Gaudio

Licensed Massage Therapist

860.526.1111
info@BarbaraGaudio.com

250 Mt. Parnassus Rd., East Haddam, CT
www.BarbaraGaudio.com

Lic# 0003056
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A versatile music production studio featuring 
award-winning and Grammy®-nominated work.
• Composition, arrangement & music production for TV, 

Film, Radio, Theatre and Special Projects • Band CD 
Recording • Solo Projects • Voiceovers • Demos 

Riverway Recording Studio, LLC
860.873.3404

www.facebook.com/riverwaystudio   
email: ira@riverwaystudio.com

Hours by Appointment Only

William Raveis
Real estate • moRtgage • insuRance

The Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company in the Northeast

Betty Martelle 
860-339-5251

cell: 860-333-7117
website: bettymartelle.com

33 Main Street
Old Saybrook, CT

WESTBROOK:  Enjoy Coastal Living at its Best! Beautiful 
Nantucket Colonial. Open Porches allow for marina/river/sound 

views. Home boasts of many energy and custom features.  
Asking $647,800 (MLS9146044)

2nd Annual Spokes 4 Sports Bike Ride

Grab friends and family members and enjoy a great 
bike ride in scenic East Haddam. This year we have 
added a 50 mile ride to last years 10 and 26 mile rides. 
We have also added a 3 mile power walk for non cy-
clers. The 10 mile ride has a few rolling hills along 
East Haddam Colchester Turnpike. The 26 mile ride is 
more challenging, riding by the Lakes, through Devils 
HopYard, down to the CT River, returning along some 
of our beautiful, low traffic back roads. The 50 mile 
ride will also bring riders by the lakes and through the 

HopYard continuing into Lyme then finishing up along 
the 25 mile route and the CT River. The walk will be 
around Lower Moodus Reservoir. All events start and 
end at the East Haddam Town Beach. Registered rid-
ers and walkers are invited to a cookout at the Moodus 
Sportsman Club starting at noon.  Bring your non-rider 
friends and family for $7.00/adults and $5.00/children. 
Music will be provided.

Please go to www.spokes4sports for registration and 
route information. 

June 8, 2014  
Sponsored by: Hale Ray Little Noises Athletics Booster Club 

to benefit: Hale Ray Athletes 
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3rd Annual RUN for CHRIS 5K Challenge

The 3rd Annual RUN for CHRIS 5K 
Challenge will be held on Saturday, June 21, 
in Essex, CT. Chris was a 2005 graduate of 
VRHS and received his Bachelor’s in History 
and Chinese from WVU. Chris appreciated 
educational opportunities that introduced 
him to new places, including his time spent in 

China. He believed everyone should have similar opportunities 
to expand their own horizons. In his memory, the Chris Belfoure 
Memorial Fund keeps his dreams and aspirations alive by help-
ing high school students in our area expand their horizons in-
ternationally. His fund has been established at the Community 
Foundation of Middlesex County (CFMC). This fund serves as 
a catalyst toward integrating multicultural experiences and 

learning foreign languages into the schools of the Lower Valley 
of the Middlesex County. 

This year a grant was given to VRHS for their trip abroad to 
France and Spain, where the students lived with families and 
attended their schools. 

New this year for the run: it is a certified 5K course; CB4 
mile run for ages 7-14; a 2 Mile Walk. The kids fun run for 
ages 6 and under continues. Registration: 7:00 a.m.; Fun Run: 
8:15 a.m.; CB4 mile: 8:30 a.m. and 5K/2 Mile Walk: 8:45 a.m. 
Great food and a great raffle!

Register online: www.aratrace.com. For more information: 
“Like” Run for Chris at facebook.com/runforchris, or contact Robin 
Chapin, robinc83@gmail.com; or Cathy Bishop, cbishop56@sbc-
global.net; 860-767-0354.

It all started in 1996 with the simple idea of publishing a 
truly local publication containing the latest news, and stories 
provided by the town hall, town departments, and community 
news. The first, Essex Events was mailed quarterly to all the 
homes in Centerbrook, Ivoryton and Essex. Nineteen years later 
Events Magazines has expanded to reach 217,000 readers from 
Woodbridge to Montville.

Business Highlights: Over the next decade Events Magazines 
grew, adding towns along the Shoreline and Connecticut River 
Valley. Now Events Magazines is the town magazine in 14 towns: 
Branford, Chester, Clinton, East Haddam, East Lyme, Essex, 

Guilford, Haddam, Madison, Montville, Old Lyme, Old Saybrook, Westbrook, and Woodbridge! Every quarter over 
217,000 readers look to Events Magazines for the local town news. As one reader said, “It’s our town’s bible.”

Looking Forward:  The future looks very bright for Events Magazines as they continue to grow and reach 
more towns and readers throughout Connecticut. Events Magazines’ dedication to the towns they serve will 
not change and our commitment to help bring our readers their local news from town leaders, managers, and 
departments will continue.

Business Information: Events Magazines, 18 Industrial Park Road, PO Box 205, Centerbrook, Connecticut 06409. 
860-767-9087 www.eventsmagazines.com 

Untitled-1   1 8/30/2013   12:42:14 PM

Events presents ...
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SMARTER CARE NOW 
HAS A NEW ADDRESS

Shoreline Medical Center
Is Now Open in Westbrook

At twice the size of our previous facility in Essex, our new Shoreline Medical 
Center in Westbrook offers expanded 24/7 emergency care and outpatient 
diagnostic services, including a new women’s imaging center, a brand new 
MRI suite, CT, X-Ray, a full service lab and more. Best of all, it’s conveniently 
located right off Exit 65 on I-95. Delivering state-of-the-art care to more of the 

state—that’s The Smarter Choice for Care.

Learn more at middlesexhospital.org/shoreline 
or call (860) 358-3700

250 Flat Rock Place 
Westbrook

2014  2 “Pinnacle” Awards
2013  “Award of Excellence”

HOW TO MARKET YOUR WIN 
Your Awards of Excellence win lets prospects and customers know that your company is among the best in the business. 

This is a powerful motivational tool that helps print buyers recognize the value of choosing you as their partner in print. Let them know 
that they’re working with someone who achieves excellence. Increase your success rate on job bids by promoting your award-winning 
status as part of your marketing efforts. 

Take the time to market your win by using one of PINE’s creative promotion tools. You’ll be glad you did!

1 Let Your Customers and Employees Share the Glory. 
  Your wall shouldn’t be the only one decorated with awards. Order personalized certificates for your customers and employees so that every time 
they look up, they’re reminded of their partnership in your company’s excellence. 

2  Notify Local Newspapers Today. 
  This kit includes a sample press release that you can mail to your local newspaper or trade publication. If you have questions regarding this press 
release, please contact chagopian04@pine.org or by phone at 508-804-4152.

3  Make Your Award Part of All Your Marketing. 
  Put the AOE logo, along with the words “PINE Awards of Excellence Winner” on your business cards, your company signage, Web site and print 

advertising. Great conversation starters!

4  Create a Promotional Mailer Kit for Your Customer. 
  Include a photograph of the winning piece, copies of the winning piece, and even an invitation to your own awards celebration. You could even 

offer (for a limited time) a discount on their next job.  

5  Throw Your Own Celebration and Awards Ceremony. 
  Not only does your own event give you the opportunity to bring in customers for a tour, but it gives you a public forum to present your custom-

ers with their own awards. Bring in all the key players: your customers, your print team and their families, key suppliers who contributed to the 
projects success, and a PINE staff member could present the award to you. Everyone loves a good party! 

6 Create a Joint Print Ad with Your Customer. 
  For trade or local press, this ad could feature the award and your winning entry, along with a thank you to the companies and people involved in 

the project.  If you need a photo from the award presentation let us know!

7  Other Grand Ideas: 
 Display copies of your awards in every location of your company. It’s a great morale booster! 
 Use social media to announce your win tweet, blog, add to your LinkedIn and Facebook profiles 
 Develop an announcement for your Web site featuring your winning entry. 
 Announce the award on your on-hold message for your customers. 
 Add an award announcement to your fax cover sheet or e-mail signature. 
  Develop a feature for your newsletter that explains the story of the print job that led to your award. Include quotes from the people who 

handled the job at different stages and photos from the Gala.
 Print labels announcing your award, which can be used on your packaging, brochures and bids. 
 Purchase T-shirts and distribute them with an award announcement to your top customers or employees. 

5 Crystal Pond Road • Southborough, MA 01772-1758
Phone 508-804-4100 • 800-365-PINE 

 www.pine.org

E

Music 
to our ears!

2014 PINNACLE AWARDS
Essex Printing is the proud recipient of TWO Pinnacle Awards from the Print 
Industry of New England for 2014. Print Industries of New England’s panel of 
national printing experts recognized Essex Printing for its outstanding work. 
The award winning entries will now be entered in the 2014 Premier Print Awards 
competition, the largest international competitive print awards program.
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On Course 
for

Great Loan
Rates

At Essex Savings Bank, low lending  
rates for mortgage and home equity loans 
are in sight and ready for your arrival. Our 

no-point loans feature an application process 
guided by dedicated loan officers available at 
our six convenient office locations – making 

Essex Savings Bank the perfect shoreline 
destination for your next loan. So, set your 
course to our safe financial harbor and start 

your voyage to great rates today!

 Essex, 35 Plains Road, 860-767-2573 
Essex, 9 Main Street, 860-767-8238 

Chester, 203 Middlesex Avenue, 860-526-0000
Madison, 99 Durham Road, 203-318-8611 
Old Lyme, 101 Halls Road, 860-434-1646 

Old Saybrook, 155 Main Street, 860-388-3543
Call Toll-Free: 877-377-3922 • www.essexsavings.com

Member FDIC           Equal Housing Lender
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